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2025 ANNUAL REPORT FIGURES

Qutreach

UME Mid-Winter Agronomy Meeting
Harford County Envirothon
Student Associate Program

NRCS Earth Team Voluntzer
Program

Anita C. Leight Annual Wade-In
2025 County Ag Legislative Tour
The Mill's Crop Showcase
Equine Round Table

2025 Annual Cooperators Dinner

Best Management Practices
Waste Storage Facility ... 1.0 Number
Brush Management..__ ... 1.20 Acres
High Tunnel System ... 1,440 Sq Feet
Conservation Cover .. ... 15.1 Acres
Contour Farming ... 66.2 Acres
Cover Crop (2024-2025 FY Eligible Area) ... 13,5817 Acres
Critical Area Plantings........................ 1.1 Acres
Roofand Covers ... . ... 2.0 Number
FENCING .o 32,500.0 Feet
Streamside Fencing ..o 5592 0 Fest
FieldBorder . 1.6 Acres
Grade Stabilization Structure 6.0 Number
Grassed Waterway . 1.6 Acres
Lined Waterway or Qutlet ... 20.0 Feet
Livestock Pipeling ... 1,807.0 Fest
Prescribed Grazing ..o 49 6 Acres
Pumping Plant.__. 1.0 Number
Heavy Use Area Protecion_...____ 0.3 Acres
Tree/Shrub Establishment ... 0.4 Acres
Watening Facilities........._.....___.... .. 11.0 Number

Soil Conservation and Water
Quality Plans

New =11
Revised = 38
Total Acres = 4.019

Sediment and Erosion Control Plan

Reviewed = 221
Approved = 108
Total Acres = 1,622

Forest Harvest Plans
Approved = 52
Acres Disturbed = 85.70
Acres Harvested = 1,161.71
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NRCS Conservation Practice 422:
Hedgerow Planting

A practical conservation tool for Maryland farmers

Hedgerow Planting (NRCS Conservation Practice Standard
422) establishes linear plantings of native trees, shrubs,
grasses, and flowering plants along field edges,
drainageways, roads, or property boundaries. NRCS
identifies hedgerows as multifunctional practices that
improve water quality, support wildlife, and protect working
lands without removing significant acreage from production.

Hedgerow planted along a field edge providing habitat and runoff
protection. Photo credit: Xerces Society.

Why NRCS Recommends Hedgerows — and
Where They Work on the Farm

NRCS promotes hedgerow plantings as multifunctional

conservation practices that address multiple natural

resource concerns while allowing farms to remain

productive. When properly designed, hedgerows improve

soil, water, air, and habitat resources and can be adapted to

a wide range of farm layouts and conservation goals.

¢ Provide wildlife habitat and movement corridors along field
edges connecting woodlots and wetlands

e Support pollinators and beneficial insects near orchards,
vegetables, and specialty crops

e Reduce spray drift, dust, and odors along roads, homes,
and neighboring properties

« Improve soil health and reduce erosion along field margins
and drainageways

o Buffer livestock facilities to intercept airborne particulates
and reduce off-site impacts

e Serve as living screens or windbreaks near farmsteads
and property boundaries

Because hedgerows are typically installed along field
borders or less productive areas, they deliver these benefits
without removing significant acreage from agricultural
production.

Maryland Native Plant Examples

Trees & Small Trees

o Eastern redbud (Cercis canadensis) — Early pollinator
support

e Flowering dogwood (Cornus florida) — Wildlife food and
cover

e Serviceberry (Amelanchier canadensis) — Pollinators; bird

forage

Shrubs

e American elderberry (Sambucus canadensis) — Pollinators;
wildlife fruit

e Arrowwood viburnum (Viburnum dentatum) — Dense cover;
screening

e Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis) — Pollinators; wet
sites

Grasses & Forbs

e Switchgrass (Panicum virgatum) — Erosion control;
filtration

o Little bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium) — Structure;
insect habitat
Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta) — Pollinator nectar
Partridge pea (Chamaecrista fasciculata) — Pollinators;
nitrogen fixation

Species selection will vary based on site conditions and the primary
conservation function of the hedgerow.

Example hedgerow layout illustrating grasses and flowers,
shrubs, and trees arranged by height and function. Diagram
credit: Maryland Department of Natural Resources / Extension.

Cost-Share Opportunities

Hedgerow Planting (422) is eligible for NRCS financial and
technical assistance through EQIP and CSP. Maryland
farmers may also use the Maryland Agricultural Cost Share
Program (MACS), administered by local Soil Conservation
Districts, to help offset installation costs when practices
support Chesapeake Bay water quality goals.

For more information, contact your local USDA Service
Center or Soil Conservation District.

Article Submitted By:
Jack McCullough, NRCS
Soil Conservationist



2025-2026 Winter Cover Crop Fall Certification Results and Spring Certification Information

Fall certifications for our 2025-2026 winter cover crop plantings have been completed. 52 applications/
agreements were reported for fall certifications. A total of 8,792 acres of cover crops were planted. These
figures dropped significantly from last year’s reporting which tallied 71 applications/agreements with 13,985
acres of certified cover crop planted.

During the next few months, established cover crops will serve a vital role to control erosion and absorbing
nutrients on our crop fields.

As spring approaches, operators may begin to terminate their winter cover crops on March 1,2026. The
Maryland Department of Agriculture (MDA) will make an exception for those planting early season vegetables.
In those cases, winter cover crops may be terminated as early as February 15, 2025. But the vegetable crops must
be planted within 2 weeks of the cover crop termination.

As acceptable means to terminate your winter cover crop, cooperators may perform green chopping (for on-
farm use only), plowing under, rolling/crimping, or by applying a burn-down herbicide. (Grazing of a cover
crop will not qualify as an acceptable spring termination method.)

Within two weeks after termination of your cover crops but no later than June 1, 2026, please certify to
Harford Soil Conservation District (HSCD) that your winter cover crops have been terminated. Please provide
the method(s) of termination and date(s) for each crop field that apply. In turn, HSCD will submit the Operator’s
Spring Certification/Claim submission to MDA by June 14, 2025.

Lastly, MDA would like to remind the winter cover crop program participants that your Annual
Implementation Report (AIR) for the 2025 calendar year must be completed and submitted to the MDA Nutrient
Management Program by March 1, 2026. Your AIR must be submitted prior to 2025-2026 cover crop spring
certification. No cover crop spring certification “claim for payments” may be issued until the AIR is completed
and on file with MDA.

For more information regarding the 2025-2026 Cover Crop Program, please go the MDA’s website at https://
mda.maryland.gov/resource conservation/Pages/cover crop.aspx .







2025 COOPERATORS DINNER SPEAKERS




Harford Soil Conservation District Conservation Planner. Landowners
can generate custom conservation reports for their property.

Technology Empowers Landowners in Harford County

Landowners in Harford County, Maryland, now have a free, powerful new resource to help them

care for their property and the environment. The Harford Soil Conservation District (HSCD) enlisted the
services of CIC to create an interactive online tool that makes conservation planning simple, practical and
tailored to each property.

HSCD wanted to deepen its outreach to landowners in urban and suburban settings, especially those with small
farms or lots from one to 10 acres in size. To support this effort, CIC developed a platform where users can
map their property, see key features like slope, vegetation and water resources and then get custom
recommendations for improved land management actions.

Beyond mapping, the tool also includes a lawn savings calculator, a suite of informational pages about various
conservation practices that users can implement on their property, and the ability to download or print a
custom conservation plan.

"This tool puts practical site-specific conservation guidance directly in the hands of landowners'; said HSCD
Board Supervisor President Lee McDaniel. "Our hope is that it inspires more people to take action on their
property and see the difference they can make for the Bay and their community.'

By helping residents connect with local conservation experts and providing actionable information, this
platform empowers Harford County landowners to take stronger steps for protecting water quality, wildlife
habitat and the health of the Chesapeake Bay.

Article Provided By:
Chesapeake Conservancy
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Harford Soil Conservation District

Harford County Agricultural Center
3525 Conowingo Road, Suite 500
Street, Maryoland 21154

Office: (410) 638 - 4828

www.harfordscd.org

DISTRICT STAFF:

Quintin Cornwell, District Supervisor

Andrew League, Conservation Engineer Technician
Clarence Cullum, P.E., Civil Engineer

Alyssa Jeffries, Conservation Engineer Technician
Donna Stanley, Administrative Assistant
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Coordinator

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS:

Lee McDaniel, Chair

Ruth Cassilly, Vice Chair

David Doran, Treasurer

Andy Kness, Secretary

Kim Lewis, Member

Rick Holloway, Member

Frank Richardson, Member Emeritus
Christen Sullivan, Associate

Amy Markline Crowl, Associate
Patrick Jones, Associate

Geoff Delamater, Associate

Donna Stanley, Recording Secretary

MDA STAFF:

Chris Prigge, Agricultural Resource
Conservation Specialist

Kate Rutt, Agricultural Resource
Conservation Specialist

Sam Hogue, Agricultural Resource
Conservation Specialist

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE

NATURAL RESOURCE
CONSERVATION STAFF:

Rob Weaver, District Conservationist
Jack McCullough, Soil Conservationist
Malik Baker-Gore, Soil Conservationist
Elizabeth Jamison,

Program Support Specialist

Rachel Heisey,

Soil Conservation Technician
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Upcoming Programs for Pesticide & Nuirient Management Credits

Date & Time Program Location

January 21, 2026 Central Maryland Vegetable Hereford Fire Hall
8:00-12:30 pm Growers Day™*

February 17, 2026 Harford County Mid-Winter Deer Creek Overlook
9:00-2:30 pm Agronomy Meeting*

February 25, 2026 Nutrient Management Voucher  Harford County
10-12:00 pm Training Extension Office
March 12, 2026 Private Applicator Exam (for new Harford County
9:00-11:00 am applicators) Extension Office
March 12, 2026 Private Applicator Recertification Harford County
1:00-3:00 pm Traiming Extension Office

*Satisfies credit requiremenis for BOTH pesticide and nutrient management

Harford Soil Conservation District
3525 Conowingo Road, Suite 500
Street, MD 21154

(410) 638 - 4828

Find Us on the Web at www.harfordscd.org
Follow us on Facebook
Harford Soil Conservation District
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